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Rocky Vista University Celebrates Healthcare Simulation Week 

 
[September 21, 2018 – Parker, CO] Rocky Vista University’s (RVU) Institute of Medical and Surgical 

Simulation held a day of celebration during Healthcare Simulation Week on September 19th.  

Created by the Society for Simulation in Healthcare, the event celebrated the accomplishments of RVU’s 

Simulation Program, as well as the professionals who use simulation to improve the safety, effectiveness, 

and efficiency of healthcare services every day.  

Led by Susan Carter, MD, Director of the Institute for Medical and Surgical Simulation, the event allowed 
students, faculty and staff to learn about upcoming projects and the role of simulation in healthcare 
education. As part of RVU’s program offerings, healthcare providers including medical students, 
physician assistants, surgery residents and first responders are able to practice surgical skills, deliver 
babies, learn heart murmurs, and respond to emergency situations using disaster and mass casualty 
simulations. RVU employs the use of the Cut Suit®, a human-worn body suit with interchangeable parts 
and organs that simulates highly realistic trauma.  
 
RVU’s Simulation Program also features the Standardized Patient Lab where students can practice and 
develop their communication and clinical skills with standardized patients (actors who portray realistic 
scenarios or symptoms). In addition to providing an extensive educational opportunity for students, 
RVU’s comprehensive simulation center offers the CPEP program, a service that helps professionals 
demonstrate competency and address opportunities for improvement in an effort to return to clinical 
practice. “The Institute of Medical and Surgical Simulation has placed us as leaders in the industry with 
limitless possibilities for the future,” said Dr. Carter. 
 
Simulation incorporates various methods and techniques aimed at improving patient safety. When 
applied in healthcare education, it gives students the opportunity to learn from their mistakes in a 
controlled environment and boosts their confidence as future medical practitioners. As the only 
osteopathic medical school to receive accreditation as a Comprehensive Education Institute with the 
American College of Surgeons, RVU is able to offer cutting-edge technology and innovative programs to 
advance simulation in healthcare education and beyond.  
 

### 
 

About Rocky Vista University (RVU) 
RVU is a health-sciences university based in Parker, Colorado and Ivins, Utah. RVU was founded in 2006 and opened its doors in August of 2008, 
enrolling students in its four-year program of study leading to the Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO) degree in the University’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine (RVUCOM). The Ivins Campus matriculated its first class in 2017. RVU is accrediting by the Higher Learning Commission 
(HLC), a commission of the North Central Association. RVUCOM is accredited by the Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation (COCA). 
In 2016, RVU added a Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences (MSBS) degree program and is adding a Master of Physician Assistant Studies 
(MPAS) in 2018. Rocky Vista University provides quality healthcare education while inspiring students to serve with compassion, integrity and 
excellence. For more information, visit www.rvu.edu. 
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